In the title compound, C 16 H 13 NO 2 , the phthalimide and benzene ring systems form a dihedral angle of 77.2 (1) .
Related literature
The crystal structures of a number of phenyl-substituted Nphenylphthalimides have been reported. For the 2-tolyl analogue, see: Bocelli & Cantoni (1989) . For the 2,4-dimethylphenyl analogue, see: Magnomedova et al. (1980) ; Shahzadi et al. (2006) . For the 2,6-dimethylphenyl and 2,4,6-trimethylphenyl analogues, see: Voliotis et al. (1984) . For background literature on kinetic studies, see: Sim et al. (2006 Sim et al. ( , 2007 .
Experimental
Crystal data 
Phthalic anhydride (5.0 g, 33.8 mmol) and o-ethylaniline (4.91 g, 40.5 mmol) were dissolved in glacial acetic acid (15 ml).
The mixture was heated at 393-413 K for 4 h; the completion of the reaction was monitored by thin layer chromatography.
The mixture was quenched with water. The solid that separated was collected and recrystallized twice from ethanol to give colorless crystals of (I) in 90% yield.
Refinement
Carbon-bound H-atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H 0.95 to 0.99 Å) and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with U(H) set to 1.2-1.5U(C).
Figures Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of (I) drawn at the 70% probability level showing atom labelling. Hydrogen atoms are drawn as spheres of arbitrary radiius.
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